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tract of land referred to as the Boyd Ranch in
trust for the Jicarilla Nation. Rio Arriba’s ap-
peal of this determination is currently pending
before the Interior Board of Indian Appeals.

In an effort to settle the road dispute, the
Jicarilla Nation and Rio Arriba County entered
into mediation. The parties successfully
reached a settlement that was subsequently
executed by the Jicarilla Nation on May 3,
2003, and Rio Arriba County on May 15,
2003. Representatives of the Secretary of the
Interior approved the settlement on June 18,
2003. The settlement agreement, which would
be implemented by this legislation, provided
that the Jicarilla Nation would transfer approxi-
mately 70.5 acres of land located with the ex-
panded 1988 Jicarilla reservation to Rio Arriba
County. In exchange for the Jicarilla Nation’s
land conveyance, Rio Arriba County agreed to
permanently abandon any and all claims to
the disputed road. The settlement also pro-
vides that the terms of the agreement do not
take effect until all parties complete their re-
spective promises in the agreement and the
United States, pursuant to federal law, ap-
proves of the conveyance of this particular
Jicarilla trust land to Rio Arriba County.

Both parties and the Secretary of the Inte-
rior have fully performed the terms agreed to
within the settlement agreement. All that
stands between the parties to this dispute and
long overdue resolution is Congressional ap-
proval. Consequently, the legislation will adjust
the Jicarilla Reservation border in order to ac-
count for the transfer. At the same time, this
legislation upholds Congress’ trust responsi-
bility to the Jicarilla Nation by placing restric-
tive covenants on the trust land transferred to
the County. In other words, this legislation rec-
ognizes that the transferred land is imme-
diately adjacent to the remainder of the
Jicarilla Nation. As a result of the transferred
land’s proximity to the reservation, certain
uses of the transferred land would have a det-
rimental effect on the remaining reservation.
Therefore, this legislation allows the County to
use the land only for governmental purposes
but specifically prohibits the County from using
the land for prisons, jails, or other facility for
incarcerating persons.

Madam Speaker, | urge my colleagues to
expedite passage of this legislation. Both the
Nation and the County have waited years for
this agreement to be implemented. Congress
must now do their part to provide long over-
due resolution.

———

HONORING THE LIFE AND SERVICE
OF MAJOR HENRY SAN NICOLAS
OFECIAR, U.S. ARMY

HON. MADELEINE Z. BORDALLO

OF GUAM
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, September 10, 2007

Ms. BORDALLO. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to pay grateful tribute to the life of MAJ
Henry San Nicolas Ofeciar who recently made
the ultimate sacrifice in Afghanistan for our
Nation. MAJ Henry Ofeciar, 37, lost his life in
the cause of freedom in Jalalabad, Afghani-
stan, as a result of an attack on August 27,
2007. The people of Guam suffer the loss of
outstanding soldiers like Major Ofeciar with
profound sadness. But it is Henry’s loved ones
and friends who bear the greatest burden and
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for whom we send our messages of support
and gratitude.

MAJ Henry Ofeciar graduated from John F.
Kennedy High School in 1988. He joined the
University of Guam Reserve Officers Training
Corps, ROTC, where he excelled as a leader
and as a soldier. Henry Ofeciar graduated
from the University of Guam in 1993, and re-
ceived his commission as a second lieutenant
in the United States Army in 1994, beginning
a distinguished career of service to our coun-
try. He earned a master of arts degree in busi-
ness administration and public administration
from Syracuse University in 2005, continuing
his development as a professional soldier.

MAJ Henry Ofeciar was assigned to the 1st
Brigade, 1st Infantry Division, Fort Riley, KS.
Major Ofeciar, like the many sons of Guam
who served before him and gave their lives in
defense of our country, served with honor and
distinction. He lost his life answering the call
to duty of our Nation, fighting in Afghanistan in
order to help make the United States more se-
cure. For his sacrifice on our behalf, we will al-
ways be eternally grateful.

We offer our thoughts and prayers to
Henry’s wife Angali, who he married in Janu-
ary 2007. We offer our deepest sympathies to
his parents, Agnes S.N. and Leonard Rillera of
Talofofo, Guam, and Pedro and Lougene
Ofeciar of El Paso, TX. We also extend our
sympathies to his sisters and brothers, Orlene
Ofeciar Arriola, Pete, Doreen, Chris, April, and
Patrick San Nicolas Ofeciar. On behalf of a
grateful country and the people of Guam, we
share their loss and we offer our prayers for
their comfort.

Henry Ofeciar had a favorite quote from the
Greek philosopher Epictetus, which epitomizes
his personal commitment to duty, “First say to
yourself what you would be; and then do what
you have to do.” Today we honor MAJ Henry
Ofeciar, a hero who did what he set out to do,
and for whom we will be forever in his debt.
His family, his people, and his fellow soldiers
take pride in knowing that we will all remem-
ber him for many years for what he did for us.
God bless MAJ Henry Ofeciar, God bless
Guam, and God bless the United States of
America.

CONGRATULATING MS. BRENNAN
DIVITA

HON. THOMAS G. TANCREDO

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, September 10, 2007

Mr. TANCREDO. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to pay tribute to one of my constituents,
Ms. Brennan Divita of Littleton, Colorado, who
will attend a People to People World Leader-
ship Forum in 2008. Her outstanding aca-
demic merits and communal involvement have
laid a solid foundation of individual integrity
and dedication: both characteristics of a quali-
fied leader. | am honored to represent such a
promising young woman.

Created in 1956, the People to People Pro-
gram is an educational travel program dedi-
cated to fostering leadership potential in youth
worldwide. People to People has helped more
than 200,000 students and professionals de-
velop their leadership skills based upon
Dwight D. Eisenhower’s belief that “people
can make a difference where governments
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cannot.” This unique interaction and exposure
will enable Ms. Divita to gain a greater under-
standing and insider’s perspective of Wash-
ington, DC.

Madam Speaker, it is my distinct pleasure to
acknowledge one of Colorado’s own. Please
join me in congratulating Ms. Divita and wish-
ing her the best in her future endeavors.

———

RECOGNIZING SPENCER FRAZIER
FOR ACHIEVING THE RANK OF
EAGLE SCOUT

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, September 10, 2007

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, | proudly
pause to recognize Spencer Frazier, a very
special young man who has exemplified the
finest qualities of citizenship and leadership by
taking an active part in the Boy Scouts of
America, Troop 138, and in earning the most
prestigious award of Eagle Scout.

Spencer has been very active with his troop,
participating in many Scout activities. Pre-
viously, he volunteered his time to work with
the Second Harvest Food Bank where he or-
ganized an effort to make 35 quilts for the
Backpack Buddies program, Over the years
Spencer has been involved with Scouting, he
has not only earned numerous merit badges,
but also the respect of his family, peers, and
community.

Madam Speaker, | proudly ask you to join
me in commending Spencer Frazier for his ac-
complishments with the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica and for his efforts put forth in achieving the
highest distinction of Eagle Scout.

———

SUDDEN CARDIAC ARREST
AWARENESS DAY

HON. DARRELL E. ISSA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, September 10, 2007

Mr. ISSA. Madam Speaker, today | rise to
remember those who have died as a result of
sudden cardiac arrest, and to introduce a
House Resolution in support of the goals and
ideals of Sudden Cardiac Arrest Awareness
Day.

Sudden cardiac arrest, SCA, is a condition
in which the heart suddenly and unexpectedly
stops beating, causing blood to stop flowing to
the brain and other vital organs. SCA usually
causes death if not treated in minutes.

Annually, 250,000 to 450,000 Americans
have sudden cardiac arrest, and 95 percent of
these people die within minutes. But SCA
does not have to take this many lives. Rapid
treatment of SCA with a defibrillator, a device
that sends an electrical shock to the heart,
can be lifesaving. According to the Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services’ National
Heart, Blood and Lung Institute, automated
external defibrillators, AEDs, which are often
found in public places like airports and office
buildings, can be used to save the lives of
people having SCAs.

On May 20, 2005, 14-year-old Travis Roy
was at school in Murrieta, CA, when he suf-
fered SCA. His school, like most schools, did
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not have an AED, and tragically, Travis died
because treatment could not be administered
fast enough.

Since Travis’s death, his family has cam-
paigned to raise awareness of SCA and to get
AEDs placed in schools. To date, several
schools in the southern California area have
implemented AED programs, including the
Murrieta Valley Unified School District,
Temecula Valley Unified School District, San
Jacinto Unified School District and Point Loma
Nazarene University in San Diego.

California has proclaimed September 12 as
Sudden Cardiac Arrest Awareness Day, to
honor those who died as a result of sudden
cardiac arrest. Awareness about sudden car-
diac arrest and ensuring defibrillators are
available in schools and other public buildings
can save lives. Raising awareness of sudden
cardiac arrest is a task worthy of Congress’s
attention.

——————

COMMENDING THE WORK OF BSA-
MARITAN HOUSE ON ITS 20TH
ANNIVERSARY

HON. JIM JORDAN

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, September 10, 2007

Mr. JORDAN of Ohio. Madam Speaker, |
take tremendous pride in recognizing the staff
and volunteers of Samaritan House, a shelter
for homeless and abused women in Lima, OH.

The seeds of Samaritan House were sown
more than two decades ago, when Pastor
Doneta Warren opened her home to an
abused woman and her children. Word of this
selfless Christian act spread quickly to others
in need, who came to Pastor Warren to see if
she might also have room for them. Recog-
nizing that the area lacked a permanent place
where those in abusive relationships could
seek help, Pastor Warren worked with the
Catholic Diocese of Toledo to found Samaritan
House on the site of a former convent.

Since its founding, Samaritan House has
assisted more than 10,000 women and chil-
dren in times of need, providing food and shel-
ter, job training services, recovery support pro-
grams, and other needed help. A staff of nine
dedicated professionals works round the clock
to provide this assistance, working with a 15-
member board of directors to ensure that the
House’s mission and outreach activities are
best carried out.

Madam Speaker, Samaritan House is mark-
ing its 20th anniversary with a fundraising din-
ner and silent auction this Wednesday. On be-
half of the Fourth Congressional District of
Ohio, | congratulate everyone who has worked
and volunteered to make Samaritan House
successful through the years. The people of
Allen County and the entire region can take
great pride in this life-changing facility.

——————

HONORING PALM BEACH COUNTY
NULITES

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, September 10, 2007

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Madam Speaker,
| rise today to recognize the NULITES of the
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Urban League of Palm Beach County.
NULITES is the National Urban League Incen-
tive To Excel and Succeed. These fine young
people focus on academic achievement and
are actively involved in improving their com-
munities. The Palm Beach County chapter has
been awarded NULITES Chapter of the Year
for the third time. Having been chosen from
among NULITES chapters across the country,
this is a very impressive accomplishment of
which we can all be very proud.

Fadley Charles, a Florida State University
student who is president of the chapter,
stressed that, as Chapter of the Year, Palm
Beach County NULITES have a “responsibility
to strive for better, respect all others, celebrate
achievement, create a better future, care for
each other and promote an empowering envi-
ronment like no other.” With three individual
winners of scholarships in addition to Chapter
of the Year honors, obviously, Palm Beach
County NULITES are fulfilling their promise. It
is my very great pleasure to recognize them
today, and | know we will be hearing more
good things about them in the future.

———

CONGRATULATING MR. REMY
DUFRESNE

HON. THOMAS G. TANCREDO

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, September 10, 2007

Mr. TANCREDO. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to pay tribute to one of my constituents,
Mr. Remy Dufresne of Highlands Ranch, Colo-
rado, who will attend a People to People
World Leadership Forum in 2008. His out-
standing academic merits and communal in-
volvement have laid a solid foundation of indi-
vidual integrity and dedication: both character-
istics of a qualified leader. | am honored to
represent such a promising young man.

Created in 1956, the People to People Pro-
gram is an educational travel program dedi-
cated to fostering leadership potential in youth
worldwide. People to People has helped more
than 200,000 students and professionals de-
velop their leadership skills based upon
Dwight D. Eisenhower’s belief that “people
can make a difference where governments
cannot.” This unique interaction and exposure
will enable Mr. Dufresne to gain a greater un-
derstanding and insider's perspective of
Washington, DC.

Madam Speaker, it is my distinct pleasure to
acknowledge one of Colorado’s own. Please
join me in congratulating Mr. Dufresne and
wishing him the best in his future endeavors.

—————

RECOGNIZING MICHAEL THORNTON
FOR ACHIEVING THE RANK OF
EAGLE SCOUT

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, September 10, 2007

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, | proudly
pause to recognize Michael Thornton, a very
special young man who has exemplified the
finest qualities of citizenship and leadership by
taking an active part in the Boy Scouts of
America, Troop 138, and in earning the most
prestigious award of Eagle Scout.
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Michael has been very active with his troop,
participating in many scout activities. Michael’'s
interest in working with community and vet-
eran affairs inspired him to clean and preserve
over 200 headstones of fallen soldiers at Ash-
land Memorial Cemetery. Over the years Mi-
chael has been involved with scouting, he has
not only earned numerous merit badges, but
also the respect of his family, peers, and com-
munity.

Madam Speaker, | proudly ask you to join
me in commending Michael Thornton for his
accomplishments with the Boy Scouts of
America and for his efforts put forth in achiev-
ing the highest distinction of Eagle Scout.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. MIKE ROSS

OF ARKANSAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, September 10, 2007

Mr. ROSS. Madam Speaker, on Wednes-
day, September 6, 2007, | was not present for
rollcall vote 857.

Had | been present for rollcall 857, on
agreeing to the King amendment to H.R.
2786, the Native American Housing Assist-
ance and Self-Determination Reauthorization
Act of 2007, | would have voted “aye.”

On Wednesday, July 25, 2007, | was not
present for rollcall vote 728.

Had | been present for rollcall 728, on
agreeing to the Etheridge amendment to the
FY08 Commerce, Justice, Science appropria-
tions bill, | would have voted “aye.”

——

INTRODUCTION OF UNITED
STATES COMMISSION ON AN
OPEN SOCIETY WITH SECURITY
ACT OF 2007

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON

OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, September 10, 2007

Ms. NORTON. Madam Speaker, today, | in-
troduce the United States Commission on an
Open Society and Security Act; expressing an
idea | began working on when the first signs
of the closing of parts of our open society ap-
peared after the Oklahoma City bombing trag-
edy, well before 9/11. | introduce this bill on
the sixth anniversary of 9/11 because the bill
grows more urgent as increasing varieties of
security throughout the country proliferate
without any thought about their effect on com-
mon freedoms and ordinary access, and with-
out any guidance from the government or
elsewhere. The bill | introduce today would
begin a systematic investigation that takes full
account of the importance of maintaining our
democratic traditions while responding ade-
quately to the real and substantial threats ter-
rorism poses.

To be useful in accomplishing its difficult
mission, the Commission would be composed
not only of military and security experts, but
for the first time, they would be at the same
table with experts from such fields as busi-
ness, architecture, technology, law, city plan-
ning, art, engineering, philosophy, history, so-
ciology, and psychology. To date, questions of
security most often have been left almost ex-
clusively to security and military experts. They
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